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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE

I am glad that the Sarasvati Mahal
Library brings out a rare manuscript
‘MUKUNDA VILASA’ of a wellknown poet,
Sri. BHA_GAVANTARAYA. The  work
Mukunda Vilasa describes the life of Lord
Kri'shna.r | '

Generally Sanskrit Literature is based
on either Ramayana or Mahabharata or
Purané,s-except afew workslike KADAMBARI,
Dasa Kumara Charita etc. In this small piece
of wofk, __Lord'_Krishna's birth, his _playful acts
in his childhoéd, his sportive dance with
gopies, fight with Jarasandha etc are narrated
in 10 chapters, which is discussed at length
in Srimad Bhagavata by Sukacharya. To suit
the definitions of Mahakavya the descriptions
of seasor:l-:s',' Township, rise and set of the Sun
and the Moon, the ocean etc also are mentioned
in the text.
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The introduction in three languages viz.
English, Tamil and Sanskrit by the guest editor,
highlights the subject matter of this work in
a I;utshell. My thanks are due to the guest
editor SriN. Venkata Ramanan. B.Com., who
is a retired Bank officer and has taken keen

“interest in editing this work.

I appreciate Sri S. Krishnamurthi Sastri,

the Senior Sanskrit Pandit of Sarasvati Mahal
. who has reviewed the edited copy and
improved the pfesentation of the subject matter.

Thiru. M. Uthirapathy, Administrative
Officer of Sarasvati Mahal Library and Thiru.
A. Panchanathan, M.A.M.L.1.S.. Publication
Manager cum Librarian Grade-I of Sarasvati
Mahal Library deserve appreciation for

encouraging publication of rare Manuscripts
of the Library.

) Vl Kl JEYAKODI' IIA!S',
Thanjavur, District Collector & Director ifc,
16—03—96. Sarasvati Mahal Library.
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INTRODUCTION

———

Mukundavilasa of 'Bhagavantha Roya is .a beauti-
ful Kavya in Sanskrit with ten cantos. In a simple and
delighted style it describes the story of Lord Krishna
strictly following the Dasama Skandha of Srimad Bhaga-
vatham ’

Kavya, indeed, is based only on the steady How
of imagination of vision with clear thinking of expression
_of suitable situations and emotions. In this Mukuhda
Vilasa, it is clear that the Poet Bhagavantha possessed
with all the characteristics - viz.  Genius (Prathibha)-
Vyutpatti (Knowledge) and abhyasa ( Practice ) which are
quite essential for a poet. In poetic fancy and force
of diction Bhagavantha's genius is remarkable.  His
style and imagary are striky. Actually, the descriptions
of seasons create brilliant images before our eyes. The
importance of alankaras (Figures of speech) as stressed
by Bhamaha, Kuntheka -and other experts was fully
felt by the poet. This Kavya is not only free from all
defects (Doshas) narrated by eminent alankarikas, but
is full of illustrious gunas which are said to be the
life breath of Vaidarbhi style, The school of Vamana
which emphasis the importance ot “Riti” (woid and
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sense) is also taken into account by our poet. In
some places we can .enjoy the influence of “Dhwani”
(Tone) which is considered as the soul of Kavya
according to Anandavardhana. Not only that what
a beauty is, the handling of * Owchitya™ (aptness) with
full awarness is found in this Kavya. Really the
art of baautifying the Kavya with Uthpreksha (Guess)
alankara is worthy of all pralse There can't be second
opinion as to the richness of the imagination in’ des-
cribifig the naturé, different kinds of seasons, raising
sun, raising moon setting sun, ocean, city, war efc. etc.
which are essential for a Maha Kavya.

The simple and lucid language with elegant style
has been "adopted in this -Kavya in sweet and familier
metres.

The Poet Bhagavantha toex materials from Stimad -
Bhagavatham of Sage Vyasa for the theme of. his work." -
It is quue appropnate that he selected Lord Krlshna
as a hero of his work in the - Ilght of tha Kavva-

'lakshanas. (VIZ the hero should be much popular

either in’ lth:hasas or Puranas with outstandmg good
qualities). In th|s peface, only the story portion -
hints are gwen leaving the descnptlon of nature etc.
as untouched. But, detailed description is _given in
Tamil.



Note on the Author -

—————

How many poets were there, whose particulars of
period and family are still uncertain, But, we are quite
fortunate enough to have authoritative information given
by our poet himself in his another work Raghavabh-
yudaya.

After the period of Cholas and Naicks, Maratta
Kings ruled Thanjavur for about 179 years from 1676
A. D. to 1855 A. D. Our Poet's father Gangadhara
Makhi was the Minister of the first Maratta King Ekoji
or Venkoji who ruled from 1676 to 1683. He belonged
to Bharadwaja Gothra with Maharashtra as his mother
tongue. He had sound knowledge in Vedas and Vedan-
gas. There wsre three sons to him by name Narasimha-
raya Makhi, Thrayambakaraya Makhi and Bhagavantharaya
Makhi. Gangadhara Mazkhi made his eldest son as
minister and retired from royal setvice.

Reputed King Shahsji ascended the throne after
King Ekoji and ruled Thanjavur from 1684 to 1711. He
was an outstanding ruler, Poet and lover of arts and
sciences. Ah 1! Sridhara Aiyaval, who is honoured with
great reverance as Guru in Bhajana Sampradaya and
he who did not accept the offer to his father's . post
as court poet in Mysore Palace has full heartedly written
a Pucca Kavya on Abinava Bhoja. Shahaji with the title
«Sahendra Vilasa.” [l

gb
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Thanjavur kingdom was zdorned by the minister
Thrayambakaraya Makhi, who has written an elaborate
commentary on Srimad Ramayanam of Sage Valmeek'
with the name DHARMAKUTA (Thathparya of Dharma)
establlshmg the influance of Dharma Sastra found in it
from top to bottom. (This rare woik has already been
published by Sarasvati Mahal Library)

- Thrayambakaraya Makhi appointed his brother
Narasimharaya’s son Anandaraya Makhi as minister and
retired from royal service. Eventhough our Poet did not
pccuby- ahy post in the palace, he was well honoured
by Ihe“king and Pandits. He has bestowed on us three
‘works in different types, by name, Raghavabhyuda-ya
Uttara Champu and Mukunda Vilasa. The first one,
a drama in Sanskrit following Valmiki Ramayana with
some. modifications to suit different rasas has already
been edited by Vedantha Siromani Brahmashri P M.
Padmanabha Sarma in the year 1985 by taking rr;uch
pains in translating PRAKRUTH speeches of some cha-
racters into Sanskrit and was published by Thanjavur
Sarasvati Mahal Library. Then, the second work
Utthara Champu (Champu = Prose and Poetry com-
bined) has also been brought to light by the same
venerable Pandit Brahma Shri  P. M. Padmanabha Sarma
through the journals published by Sarasvati Mahal
Library. Now | am, indeed, fortunate enough to edit the
remaining work “MUKUNDAVILASA” Kavya with HIS
grace and submit for your satisfaction and enjoyment,.

I=————



‘Short Notes on the Story

The poet begins his kavya with a salutation to
Lord Somaskanda seated on bull Nandikeswara.

Then, the story with the marriage of Vasudeva
with Devaki has been taken at the basginning. Duriné
the nice occasion of driving the chariot himself, Kamsé
heard an invisible voice that the eighth son to be born
to Devaki would be his Kkiller. With great anger, he
rushed at his sister with a sword on hand. Then as
advised by Vasudeva, Kamsa stoped with his attempt.
After some years the Seventh child was born to Rohini,
another wife of Vasudeva, with the name Balarama,
Now begins rainy season with its own beauty at alarge.
On an appeal from Davas and Bhoo Devi (god dess of earth)
Lord Narayana decided to have a birth to Vasudeva
couple as eighth son. Accordingly, Devaki gave birth to
a peerless baby and it was taken to Gokulam and placed
near Yasoda. The femal child born to her was taken to
Mathura where Vasudeva and Devaki were placed in
prison. When Kamsa was about to kill the child it sliped
away from his hands and jumped to the sky with the
form of Kathyayani.

-In tﬁe second 'canto “the lbirthday ceiabration of
Krishna, Poothanavadha, §ak_atsura Vadha and Childhood-
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LEELAS are described vividly and interestingly. Then
comes Kishna’s notorious and delightful balaleelas. Con-
sidering the dangerous incidents happened, Nandagopa
shifted his risidense to Brindavan. Here, the charming
beauty of Brindavan is described by a conversation bet-
ween Krishna and Balarema. On attaining the age of ten,
Krishna was sent to Brindavan Forests with Balarama
and Gopas to graze the milch cattlee, The poet here
took a chance of describing autumn season with his mas-
try in imagination. At the close ef this canto Kkaliya
damana of Krishna finds a place.

The third canto starts with the samhara of
Dhenukasura and Pralamba which is followed by heart
ltouching descriptions of spring season and summer sea-
‘'son as well. In conclusion, the leela of Krishna with
‘Govardhana hill on his little finger is narrated.

The fourth canto starts with the discription of sun-
set and rising moon in a splendid manner. At the close
the Rasaleela of Krishna with Gopies is delt with nicely.

Raising Sun becomes the subject matter in canto 5,
to exhibit the talents of the author in imagining with
a distinction. Kamsa afraid of his death, sent Akroora
to bring Krishna and Balarama to Mathura where It was
arranged to Kkill Krishna with several plans. When
‘Akroora started with both of them the Gopies could not
endure the seperation of Krishna. They chid the moon
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Manmatha and “Thenral” winds for invoking their
feelings.

Then comes the description of dewy season as
a dialouge between Krishna and Balar:ma followed by
Yamuna Varnanam. At this juncture, we find a short
but sweet prayer by Akroora praising the glorious ten
avatharas of Lord Vishnu.

Sri Krishna and Balarama entering the city Madhura
began to converse each other about tﬁe mejestic look
of the buildings, towers and mansions. On their way
to palace, the court washerman Was killed by Sri
Krishna for his wickedness.

At the same time, the man taking garlands on
hand and an old bent lady with sandle cup were graci-
ously treated by Sri Krichna for their good mannars,
althcugh they happened to be the servants of Kamsa.

Kuvalayapeeda, a war elephant in mad state rushed
to Krishna while he entered the palace. Plucking its
dantha Sri Krishna killed the elephant with ease and
joy. In the presence of thousands of citizens it was
arranged to hold a wrestling match in a ground to be
played by Krishna with Chanoora and Mushtika. Both
the wicked players were kiled by Sri Krishna giving
astonishment to one and all of the spectators. Kamsa
who was sitting in the gallary was pushed down by



e

Y

X

Sri Krishna and killed with a hurt in his chest. Devas
from heavan showered flowers on Vaasudeva.

With the kind permission of Devendra. Vayu Bhaga-
van brought Indra-Sabha to earth as directed by Krishna,
In this context, our poet takes an opportunity to des-
cribe the Deva Sabha on his own line of imagination.
Ugrasena was made King of Mathura. Vasudeva sent
Krishna and Balarama to sage Santheepa for learning
after psrforming Upanayana., Sri Krishna brought the son
of Guru alive who died long before, by killing Pancha-
jana. The dascription of ocesan finds a place here.

.In eighth canto, Jarasandha’s consultation with his
ministers is narrated on political line. Sumathi one of
them advised Jarasandha not to make a battle with
Sri Krishna and appsaled to have friendship instead.
Jarasandha did not give his ears to the good
advice and proceeded for a war, In this contsxt Raja-
Dharmas are enlightend by the poet through their con-
versation,

A dreadful battle took place between Jarasandha
and Sri Krishna. At last, Jarasandha ran away from the
field when he was unable to face Chakrayudha sent by
Sri Krishna. Dafeated Jarasandha attacked Sri Krishna
on several days sevanteen other times, but embraced
full dlsappomtmant To glve peaceful life to Yadavas
Krlshna established DWARAKA in the midst of ocean,
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Then Kalayavana was sent to attack Sri Krishna and he
was also} killed by Muchukunda, an Emperor and devotee
of Narayana.

Balarama went to Gokulam in order to console
Gopies who were grieved with seperation of SriKrishna.
He draged the river Yamuna with his plough near him
and enjoyed Jalakreeda with Gopies.

Tenth but last canto begins with Rukmini-Kalyana,
Bheeshmaka, King of Vidarbha decided to give his
daughter Rukmini in martiage to Sri Krishna. But Rukmi
(Brother of Rukmini) arranged the marriage with Sisupala,
King of Chedi. On the wedding day, Sri Krishna took
away Rukmini while she came out of Devimandir. Con-
quering the enemies, Sri Krishna entered Dwaraka and
his marriage was celebrated in a grand manner. He also
married other seven princess by showing his valour. Then
Narakasura was killed by Sri Krishna and sixteen thou-
sand princess who were put in prison by him were
released.

After destroying Sisupala and Danthavakthra Sii
Krishna decided to return back to Sri Vaikuntham. On
account of quarel between themselves,  (Yadavas died
totally. At last, Sri Krishna took the form of Narayana
and attaind His own abode. Thus comes to a happy
close the wonderful Kavya Mukundavilasa by Bhagavantha.



Xii
My grateful thanks are much due to Thiru
V. K. Jayakodi, I. A. S., Collector and Director (i/c)

of Thanjavur Sarasvati Mahal Library for having given
a golden opportunity to publish this rare work.

Thanks are in no small measure due to Thiru
K. Sankaranarayanan, Administrative Officer ifc. and Thiru
A. Panchanathan, M. A., M. L.1.S., Publication Manager,
of Sarasvati Mahal Library who were kind enough to
encourage me in editing rare works.

Words are inadequate to express my gratefu
thanks to Thethiyur Shri S. Krishnamurthi Sastri, Senior
Sanskrit Pandit, Sarasvati Mahal Library for rendering all
sorts of help in editing this work.

| also owe a debt of gratitude to ‘Star Print &
Pack, Thanjavur’ for their valuable help in printing neatly
at a short time. It is also my duty to thank all Pandits
and Staff of the Library for their hospitality shown every
now and then. | will also be thrankful to all readers
who are benefited by reading this book.

N. VENKATARAMANAN, B, Com.,
Siromani.
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SANSKRIT PUBLICATIONS
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2 Gita Govindam T 25
3~ Brahadeeswara Mahatmyam ... 43
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Part I 120

Part 11 will be released soon
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AN APPEAL

Manuscripts on Palm Leaf or Paper of the ancient
works of the wise men of the past, are the greattreasures,
solely inherited by the Nation and it is the moral
obligation of persons who possess themto preserve them
safely for the future generations of mankind.

Probably you have some of these in your possession
or you know friends or neighbours who possess them.
you can make a great contribution to the cause of the
preservation not only of our National Culture but also to
the Culture of Humanity as a whole by arranging to pre-

- sent such manuscripts to the famous T. M. S. S. M. Library,
Thanjavur. )

The manuscripts so presented will be accepted -and
acknowledged with pleasure and gratitude by the authori-
ties of the Library, preserved with meticulous care and
made available to successive generations of readers and
scholars for study and research. The hitherto unpublished _
works found among them, will be printed and published
in due course, as facilities occur, with the expression of
the Library’s gratitude for your gift, '

The great Scholar-King of Tanjore, Rajah Serfoji, has
attained immortal fame by dedicating enormous time and
wealth to the expansion and firm establishment of this
World-famous 'Sarasvati Mahal Library'. It is open to you
to share the honour of Serfoji, in your own measure by

contributing your manuscripts to the great institution
built by him. )

This grest Honour is beckoning to you to ac cept it.

Will you hasten to take it up? The Library waits for your
answer.

DIRECTOR,
Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur.
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